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Rachel Zhang

f you were asked to complete this

sentence: “The World Would Be a
Better Place if...,” how would you re-
spond? What if you were asked to il-
lustrate your answer with a drawing,
photo, dance or music composition?
That’s exactly what thousands of
kindergartners through 12th graders
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nationwide focused on recently when
they participated in the National
PTA’s annual Reflections program.
This arts recognition and achievement
program, which began in 1969, is de-
signed to encourage students to ex-
plore, participate in and be excited
about the arts.

More than 100 Lafayette Elemen-
tary School (LES) student entries
were submitted in the six categories
named by the PTA: visual arts, pho-
tography, literature, dance choreogra-
phy, film production and music
composition. Ann Huchingson and
Karen Moe, co-chairs of the program
for LES, were very happy to see such
an enthusiastic response this year.
“What’s really great is seeing the kids
expressing themselves on their own
terms and in their own way,” Huch-
ingson said.

Entries are judged by local resi-
dents who do not have children at
LES. This year, 30 entries were se-

Arthur Tkachenko playing his winning composition, "A Change of Life"
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lected to move to the next level,
which is the Las Trampas Creek
Council (LTCC) Showcase, consist-
ing of entries from eight local elemen-
tary schools. Two of these LES artists
were the winners in their respective
categories, moving them up to present
at the District Showcase from 1 to 3
p-m. Jan. 31 at Alhambra High School
in Martinez.

Rachel Zhang, a fifth grader at
LES, won the LTCC’s Visual Arts, In-
termediate Category with her paint-
ing, “Heal the World.” As she
explained it, “The world is quite won-
derful already, but we can make it bet-
ter by protecting our animals,
donating to people in need, keeping
world peace, using more green en-
ergy, recycling, and planting more
trees to replace the ones we’ve cut
down.”

Eight-year old Arthur Tkachenko,
an LES second grader, won the Music
Composition, Primary Category, with
his original opus, “A Change of Life.”
Arthur, who has only been playing the
piano for about a year, said, “In my
piece, one person treats another per-
son how he would like to be treated
himself, like a mirror.”

And now it’s time for Lamorinda
students to start planning for next year’s
theme: “Let Your Imagination Fly.”
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Two Lafayette Students Are Showcase Winners

By Diane Claytor
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q team of workers from the East

ay Municipal Utility District,
Cal Fire and the Moraga-Orinda
Fire District recently spent several
days thinning a eucalyptus grove
near the Cal Shakes Theater en-
trance in Orinda. MOFD Fire Mar-
shal Kathy Leonard said the project
was funded by a grant from the Di-

Shakes Cleanup

ablo Fire Safe Council. “The project
goal is to keep fire from climbing up
into the eucalyptus trees, which
could cast burning embers for miles
igniting new fires,” said DFC Exec-
utive Coordinator Cheryl Miller.
Cal Fire’s Delta hand crew provided
labor and EBMUD supplied the
equipment. C. Dausman

Floral Arts Florist

Flowers for all occasions

VALENTINE'S DAY

*10% off on orders

February 13th!!
Don't get in trouble! - Place your order early!!

3584 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette
(925) 284-5765 www.floralartsflorist.com
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Announcing
Open Houses

Woalnut Creek

Open Houses
January 27t

February 23t
at 6:30 p.m.

Lafayette
Open Houses
January |2t

February 9t
at 6:30 p.m.

Open Houses are for adults only

55 Eckley Lane
(925) 934-1507

984 Moraga Rd.
(925) 284-4321

Saint Mary's College Museum of Art

Four New Exhibitions
Now Through March

Accredited by the American
Alliance of Museums

| Through March 22 |

Christo and Jeanne-Claude: |
The Tom Golden Collection

Through March 15 |
William Keith and

An extraordinary
traveling
exhibition of a
unique collection
of works of art by
renowned artists
Christo and
Jeanne-Claude
will visit the Saint [
Mary’s College
Museum of Art.
The collection

includes original drawings, sculptures, collages and
photographs capturing the versatility, longevity and
international scope of the duo’s extensive career.

the Native American

Collection of the Saint Mary’s College Museum of Art

Through March 15 |

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ROBERT GUMPERT:

Photograph by Robert Gumpert
“I need some deodorant. My skin's getting
restless.” Psychiatric Emergency Services (PES)

In this intimate body of work photographer Robert Gumpert documents California
criminal justice institutions and Psychiatric Emergency Services.

Photograph by Robert Gumpert

Take a Picture/Tell a Story

Public Hours: Wed — Sun, 11 am-4:30 pm. Museum Admission: Adults $5;
Members and K-12 graders Free; Parking Free
Phone: 925-631-4379 Website: stmarys-ca.edu/museum






